
The Central East Stroke Network (CESN) is working 
with non-tPA hospitals in the region to implement 
processes that support access to Endovascular 
Thrombectomy (EVT) consultation services for 
patients presenting within 4-24 hours of stroke 
symptom onset.  A  4-24hr EVT Toolkit was created 
that includes resources & training materials to 
support the rollout of this initiative. Sites are now 
screening patients within the 4-24hr window using  
ACT-FAST. Emergency Department nursing staff are 
being trained to use ACT-FAST as a screening tool to 
help identify if the patient is eligible for EVT 
consultation. 

Access to EVT Consultation 
Services for Stroke

www.cesnstroke.ca 

June is Stroke Month

@cesnstroke.ca

REMINDER: 
Patients that present to their community hospital 
within 4 hours of stroke symptom onset will be assessed 
as candidates for tPA and EVT and potentially 
transported to the closest, designated Stroke Centre ED.
 
Patients that present within 4-24 hours from stroke 
symptom onset will be assessed as candidates for EVT 
and potentially transported to a designated EVT centre  
(i.e. Sunnybrook, St. Michaels, Toronto Western 
Hospital or Kingston General)

CLICK HERE to watch 
the video "Team & 
Teamwork in Stroke 
Care" 

             An estimated 1.9 million brain cells die every minute following stroke onset (Saver 2006).  Individuals with 
stroke-like symptoms should be assessed and treated as #FAST as possible to maximize potential for the best 
outcomes.  The recommended time to receive an exciting stroke treatment, Endovascular Thrombectomy (EVT) has 
been extended to 24 hours after stroke for select patients, however this should not be interpreted to mean that time 
to treatment can be slowed down in any way.  All patients with a disabling acute ischemic stroke within 24 hours of 
stroke symptom onset or last known well should be rapidly screened clinically and with neurovascular imaging.  

Check out an inspiring success story that 
demonstrates the importance of #FAST 
and the benefit of EVT

What is EVT?
A highly specialized procedure involving the 
mechanical removal of a blood clot in the brain
Patients with a clot in a large blood vessel in the 
brain MAY be eligible for the procedure 
Performed by specialists at EVT Centres 
Using x-ray imaging, a guide wire, catheter and 
metal stent are inserted through a small incision 
in the groin and passed up to where the clot is 
located
The mesh stent traps the clot and then removes it, 
with the goal to restore blood flow to the brain

What happens in the 

first few hours following 

a stroke is KEY to how 

well the person recovers 

Heart & Stroke

For more information visit 
https://www.heartandstroke.ca/stroke/recovery-and-
support/stroke-care/first-few-days

https://cesnstroke.ca/4-24hr-evt-toolkit/
https://twitter.com/home
https://twitter.com/CESNstroke
https://youtu.be/Q_282Ar-pbY
https://twitter.com/annabonkhoff/status/1524009126736678913
https://twitter.com/annabonkhoff/status/1524009126736678913
https://www.heartandstroke.ca/stroke/recovery-and-support/stroke-care/first-few-days

